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MOST IMMEDIATE

No.A-11013/1/2005-Admn.II/Abs.Cell

Government of India

Ministry of Communications & Information Technology

Department of Telecommunications

(Absorption Cell)

R.No.520, Sanchar Bhawan,

20, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001.

Dated December 02, 2005 

To


All the CCAs/Jt.CCAs,


(As per list attached)

Subject:
Latest developments in respect of cases filed before various Courts in the matter of absorption of group A officers in BSNL/MTNL 

Sir,


In connection with the Court cases already filed or which may be filed in the High Court/CAT falling within your jurisdiction on the above-cited subject, you may kindly apprise the Govt. counsel engaged/designated for the purpose of the following important latest developments:-


i) 
Indian Telecom Service Association (ITSA) and some other officers in individual capacity have filed appeal in the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi against the order dated 31.10.2005 of the CAT Principal Bench New Delhi in OA No.1963 of 2005 filed by ITSA along with 16 other OAs. The said appeal came up for hearing on 28.11.2005 and the Hon’ble High Court has not granted any stay of the ongoing process of absorption vide letter dated 24.03.2005 but in terms of the prayer made by the counsel appearing for the petitioners, the petitioners are allowed further ten days time to enable them to exercise their options.

ii) 
The Hon’ble High Court of Bangalore on 24.11.2005 has vacated its stay initially granted against CAT, Bangalore Bench order dated 09.11.2005 based on the order dated 31.10.2005 of the CAT, Principal Bench, New Delhi.    

iii)
Hon’ble High Court of Uttaranchal (Nainital), and Hon’ble High Court of Rajasthan (Jodhpur and Jaipur benches) have dismissed the petitions filed by Group A officers directly in the above High Courts in the matter of absorption on the ground of jurisdiction.    

iv)
Hon’ble CAT, Principal Bench, New Delhi vide their order dated 11.11.2005 and 22.11.2005 has directed transfer of all cases in the matter of absorption of Group A officers from different benches of CAT to the Principal Bench of CAT, New Delhi. 

Copies of above said orders are enclosed. 

2.
In the above backdrop you may also request the Govt. Counsels to oppose any plea made on the basis of any contrary decision of any other court. Similarly in case any bench of CAT/High Court has already passed orders contrary to the judgements cited above, an application for vacation of stay/review of orders on the basis of these judgements may be filed immediately without loss of time. Any such application may please be got vetted from this Department before filing.

3.
Action taken in the matter by the concerned Government Counsel may please be intimated latest by 07.12.2005.

Yours faithfully,


(Jagdish Kumar)
Deputy Secretary (AC)
T.No.23372590/23036023

Copy to:- DDG(LR) – He is requested to suitably post the above-said letter on our website.

